
 
 

 

Skinkers is a Microsoft participated company, a joi nt development partner, 
and a launch partner for Windows Vista. 

 
In June 2006, in Brussels, Skinkers announced the acquisition of peer-to-peer 
technology developed by Microsoft Research to enhance existing product 
offerings and develop innovative solutions. These solutions will deliver a new 
level of “live” user experience through pushing real-time event notifications and 
delivering high bandwidth content. 
 

A perfect match 
In 2005, Microsoft began looking for innovative technology companies to build 
commercial solutions, based on their research technology. Microsoft has 
developed an industrial strength peer-to-peer network which overcomes a 
number of the limitations of current alternatives, including security, monitoring 
and stability. At the same time, we were looking for the world’s leading peer-to-
peer technology to build the next generation of event notification and content 
distribution applications. Microsoft and Skinkers where therefore a perfect 
match. 
 

Large volumes of users at reduced costs 
With industrial peer-to-peer networks, it will be possible to deliver a high volume 
of messages to a very large user base in near real-time with much reduced 
fixed costs. As opposed to the traditional notification systems with more users 
the cost remains the same. Paradoxically, with more users, the faster and better 
the service becomes! The Skinkers Live Notification Platform, client-server 
system coupled with a peer-to-peer delivery layer, creates an enterprise class, 
true ‘push’ system. 
 

The first technology for equity deal   
Due to the strong fit between the two technologies, Microsoft has chosen to 
create a deeper relationship between the two companies. Instead of a simple 
license agreement, Microsoft has acquired a minority strategic equity stake in 
Skinkers in exchange for full use of the Microsoft peer-to-peer intellectual 
property. In addition, Microsoft will release some core elements of the peer-to-
peer system in a future release of Windows Vista and XP. 
 

Comments on the partnership  
Matteo Berlucchi, CEO of Skinkers said "We are delighted to be working so 
closely with Microsoft. This is an exciting opportunity for us to co-develop the 
next generation of software to help both business and consumers enjoy film, 
video, news and information delivered in real time to their desktops.” 
 
Microsoft is very committed to the relationship. Jean-Philippe Courtois, 
President, Microsoft International commented, “This agreement is more than a 
transfer of technology, it is the beginning of new business relationships with 
Skinkers that will yield new innovations for the European and global market”. 
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Launch of Windows Vista, Microsoft 2007 Office syst em and Exchange Server 2007.
 
On 30 November 2006, in New York, Skinkers announced that it was 
showcasing the next generation of desktop applications at the launch of 
Windows Vista.  
 
We were chosen as a Windows Vista launch partner because our exciting new 
real-time event notification and high-bandwidth content delivery applications 
leverages many new features in the Vista operating system environment. 
 
The applications are designed to demonstrate the evolution from ‘pull’ to ‘push’ 
communication between enterprises and their audience, and explain how 
innovative businesses are looking to evolve their online capabilities. The 
showcase includes a demonstration of the next generation of home banking, 
online flight and travel booking and live breaking news applications. 

 
Skinkers Windows Vista demonstration: 

 
 
Matteo Berlucchi, CEO of Skinkers, commented, "We are delighted to be a 
Windows Vista launch partner and to be demonstrating the next generation of 
software that will be available to help both business and consumers enjoy film, 
video, news and ShouldKnow™ information delivered in real time to their 
desktops.” 
  
David Rowe, Director of Strategic and Emerging Business at Microsoft, 
commented, "Windows Vista enables a new generation of exciting desktop 
applications and Skinkers is one of these. Skinkers on Windows Vista enables 
the business to securely communicate with very large audiences, at very high 
speeds with high impact and rich content, delivering a whole new level of user 
experience." 
 
Find out how Skinkers can benefit your business 
For further information about our products and services, visit our website - 
www.skinkers.com. 
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Skinkers named 
‘CRM Marketing and 
Analytics Cool 
Vendor’ by Gartner 
Group 2006. 
 

“Skinkers has 
proven to be 369% 
more effective than 
emails or intranets 
at delivering critical 
business 
information.” 
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